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Dear Colleagues,

Let me begin by first wishing everyone a very Happy New Year!

This issue of the IFLA newsletter is packed to the brim with news, updates and articles
from around the world.  Find out how libraries from Canada, Europe and Asia are
promoting reading through a range of diverse and novel activities - from organising
visits to castles and planning cooking workshops for children to incorporating storytelling
on train rides and planting trees to commemorate the birth of famous authors.

On a more serious note, there are statistics from the United States and United Kingdom that shed light
on issues relating to expenditures, visits and library services. The Minutes of the Section’s last meeting
and the agenda for the next meeting in Barcelona are also included for your information.

My heartfelt thanks once again to all who have contributed in one way or another to this issue. As always,
do keep the articles coming.

Best Wishes,
Ngian Lek Choh
Information Coordinator



Welcome to IFLA 2005 in Oslo, Norway.

This year’s IFLA Annual Conference in Oslo promises many exhilarating
activities for Members. Based on the theme, ‘Libraries – a voyage of
discovery’, this year’s conference is especially relevant to public libraries.

We have lined up business meetings, open discussion sessions, seminars
as well as cultural and social events throughout the conference. I highly
recommend the cultural evening at the open-air folk museum.

We have also included library tours as part of the program, so you can
look forward to visiting the Bekkestua Library as well as its branch, the Sandvika Library. In addition, you
will also be visiting the Bærum Public Library, which I manage, and the Asker Public Library, which was
relocated in October 2004. You can read more about these libraries in the Conference Program located
at http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla71/Library-tours.html.

Over and above this, the Public Libraries Section is planning an interesting program that focuses on recent
trends in public libraries. The program will feature presentations from our Scandinavian counterparts. The
Division III session, on the other hand, will centre on Partnerships. There will be presentations from the
Bill & Melinda Gates foundation and from Deichman-Liv Sæteren, Library Director for the Oslo Public
Library.

On behalf of the National Organising Committee and as Chair of Public Library Section, I hope to see you
all in August at the IFLA Annual Conference in Oslo, Norway.

Torny Kjekstad
Chair of the Public Libraries Section
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Asker Public Library Baerum Library, just 25 minutes by tram from Central Oslo

Notes from the Chair, Torny Kjekstad
















































